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Receiving the scriptires of — only 
pia, in faith and practice ; and thence deriving their belief in the impor- 


tant doctrines of Three equal Persunsin the Divine Essence,— Eternal und 


“persondt Elecriun, Original Sin, — Particular Hedemption, — Frée 
Justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ, — Efficaciows yrate 
in Regeneration, The final Perseverance of Believers, — The Resurrec- 

‘tion “af the dead, — The last Judgment, — The eee 7 


A. 
at PAIRFORD, 3,4, § 5, 1803. 
te run SEVERAL runs 


to oval be: 


RS Members of the tame family, of 
the same grace. fina ‘heirs of the same glory, we should endeavour to 
strengthen the hinds, and encourage the hearts of one another in 
Lord; and de hel the more as be see the day approaching 1 


tove of this world is 
and dangerous bvils to which we are exposed, which militate nn 
‘our spiritual interest, and threaten our ‘eternal ruin. To lay before 


von the visible Signs, 
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y Spi ot Wis which we would 


‘seriously address to you as the people of our charge, with a view to 


concerts of this life, which haturally arises from an undue attachment 
things, and which is no other than a species of covetous- 
* Oral the vices which abound in the world, and which are too 
4 common among professing Christians, there is no one that is more 
present than:this, for it pervades every class of society, and there is 
de mam ‘either sith of poor, who is perfectly free from its influence. 
To use the world, 30 a8 not to abuse it, is a lesson that is not very 
denen to learn; and to point out in this instance, the exact boundary 
between virtue und vice, is a difficult task. In many instances we 

must besensible, from the admonitions of our own consciences, that 
wo are tod much attached to worldly objects, but this is not always 
a dhe case, for men may persuade themselves that they are on- 
dy lawfully diligent in their ‘callings, when the Jove of the world 


actions. 


en a all = and desparately 
is a mortifying truth abundantly confirmed by the general con- 


find that vie is frequently disguised under r of virtue. 


Bigotry assumes the name of zeal; indifference to the truths of reli- 
giaasumesthemame of candour; and covetousness, or worldly mind- 
edness claims the innocent appellation of diligence or industry. And 
as the most furious bigots may seek t defend all their attrocious deeds, 
under a pretence that they are doing God service; so the most“ nig- 
Fady may attempt to justify all their avarice and love of the world, 
under the plea of frugality. In some ts, it must be the duty of 
ae ull to mind the things of this life, for none can expect to be supported 
Rose 3. by miracles ; and to eat the bread of idleness must be a disgrace to our 
character, both as men, ‘and as christians. But we may mind 


our calling, and pay a: proper attention concerns of 
the present state, without being actuated by covetous views, and 


. Worldly dispositions: and, on the other hand, we may, be entirely 
— of the world, at ee time, ne de 


Worldly-Mindednese consists in about the 
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etucißed to it, and to have our: conversation 10 There. 
are, NO doybt, different degrees of worldly-mindedness; and it max. 
discover itgelf in various ways, each producing evil effects in propor- 
to its strength and prpvalency.. «wel 


of gain, whigh is, apparently, she ‘besetting sin “of many. 
i professing Christians, is a sure sign that their minds , fast glued . | 
world, and that they pursue it as their only portion, Their ayi- 
dity prompts to use every method and try every. experiment 
tio their eajthly store, They labour and ‘haste to be... 
rich. yeas, they Leap up riches, and know not who shall gather them. — 
they rise up early and sit up. late, and eat the bread. P sorrows, and 
never enquire Jar whom do we labour, and bereave our , souls of good P. 
These are characters which cap beast, of no. ¢xcelience, and which 
deserve go praise: they mind earthly things, make, wealth, 
solationy, and seek all their happiness below. Brethren, We are, ot 
“ho, disposed to pass h_unqualified censure, but as the evil uf 
which we. complain js too prévalent among the professors of Religion, ee 
ve ssh to be. faithful to your suuls, and to guard you against all the 
app roaches of a vice, that is so detestable in its nature, so general in in 
influence, and so destructive in its effects. A sense of oar obligations 5 
to God, and the tender concern which we feel for your immortal in- 
terest constrain to beseech vou, 
Delightin what: we and anxious care to retain it, may... 
be consjdered as another sign of the worldliness of the mind. Thane a 
are some that rejoice because their wealth, is great, toey.make geld 
their hape and Ane gald their confidence; and like the rich fool in os i 
parable, they promise themselves long life, and much happiness. But, * | i 
while they. thus roll i in affluence, and glory in their abundance, they * _ 
withbold more than is meet, and unjustly petuin what they ought fo, 1 
bestow. for the good of the community, or the relief of the indigent, as | e 
Some may flatter themselves that they are not under the influence 
of this evil, because they are satisfied * their portion, and bane 90 
ty ineregse it. In this, however, they que sadly.deceived: 
admitting, that they have no wish to augient their treasure, Yet, ey 
cannot, be free from a worldly disposition, while they ate 80. 
to retaia whatever they possess, and While they withhold good fran. 
thein to whom it is due, nn their hand to doit. Men are 
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only stewards ** and in proportion to the ability 
théy“possess, they are required to honour the Lord with their sub- 
stanicé, for their wealth is given to them, not merely tu serve their 
own Conveniences, but also to supply the wants of others.’ But there 
are very few, even amongst the people of God, that are willing to 
make every sacrifice that their circumstances admit of: for all cleave 
too much unto the dust, and i in too many instances seek their own, 
not the things tliat’ are Jesus Christ's. ‘When persons of property 
are Hot disposed to be liberal, ‘they | ure seldem at a loss for excuses; 
but the maln reasoa ié the love of the world. Some plead the largéness 
- of théir families,” and that they ‘ought to lay up for theit children. 
This is certainly a powerful plea, and the force of it cannot be dispu- 
ted: fur he that provileth not Jor his ova, and ‘especially for 
his house, hath the” faith, and is worse ‘than an infidel. 
But we ought fo concider’ that God ‘hath the first claim, and every 
relation ‘Ought ta Way that in Which we stand to Him. No 
inge that h a proper sense of his responsibility to the father of 

mefcies, can really think, that ‘whatever providence may bestow on 
him, should be Corifined to his own family and tramuntted to his 
p- Aterii) y in endless ‘succession ; Sor if one were to act upon this 
principle, 1 religious: societies | sharitat le institutions could never 


Another sigt of a Worldly Mind is, that Whier 
men generally feel at losses and-disappointments, and which toe often 
renders them inconsolabie. There are, no doubt, many circumstan- 
ces, iti which it i impostible for human beings, in this state of imper- 
ſec tim, not to e the most painful sensations,’and in 
it is by no meats unlaeu to grieve: but when the soul ‘is Quite ver- 
whelmed with sorfOw and distress at the loss of earthly coinfblts, 
plainly shews that sensible objects have the ascendency over thevafiec- 
tions of our hearts, and that we ner ag mind the thitigs of the” 
flesh. ‘The practical language of too mapy, when’ they are suddenly 
| deprived ‘of their worldly enjoyments, is, ye have talen our ‘Gods, and ~ 
what lte we more? Yet what oan we reasonably expect In Mie Ro 
of disciptine ‘tad probation, but sorrows and disappointments? The 
religion which teaches us to weep with them that weep, und to rejoice 
Vith them that do rejoice, is far from ‘inculcating a stoicdl jnsensibi- 
lity; fo be past feeling is no part of Christian's duty ; but the dated 


Afford the highest ground of submission’ And" consolation 
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8. 
in the assurance that there mien the. city but the Lord hath 
done it; and calms all our murmurs with the solemnenquiries, Shail not 
the Judge of the whole earth do right? Why should a living, map com- 
plain? Shall we receive good at the, hand of the Lord, and shall we not. 
receive evil? Tie cup 


Moreover, constant about future good or evil in 
world, is 4 visible mark of a groveling mind. This is too common . 
all, whether tich or poor. What thoughtfulness for the time to come! 
What anxious Cate aiid assiduity to procure the conveniences, or even 
the necessaries ef hie! What fear of want! What dread of adversity" 
as if wealth were the only good to be desired, and poverty the only ’ 
evil to be avoided. What disquietude reigns within, when the mind is 
held in suspense about temporal things! Tbe poor may be apt to" | 
imagine, that the rich only are worldly-minded, and that they N 
be charged with this sin, as the hope of gaining, and the fear of losibg, * 

can hardly be supposed to occupy their thoughts, and govern their ; 
candies: But though this evil may not operate alikein all, yet the, 
poor are by no means free from it; for their minds are often. distracted 
with sinful cares and anxieties, ‘and sometimes agitéted with envy, 
murmur, and discontent, which must be considered as a clear proof, 
of the carnality of the heart, and as the very essence of worldly-minds | 
edness. We most sincerely pity the poor, and lament that they labour 
under many difficulties and disadvantages; but we must een the 
evil of sin in every e and 15 whomsoever committed. 


In the place, we are to set Mere you the benef . 
vorldly-miudedness. As we are 80 often exhorted, in the holy scripr, 
tures, to guard against the excessive love of this world: we may natu - 
rally suppose that it is an evil of considerable ure and N 


odious ia the sight of Cod. Aa. 


» * 


In proportion as this worldly disposition N in fe soul of man, 
4 1 of divine providence, repining, and dissatisfaction are the, 
awful fruits ‘of it. Such a temper of mind must be highly provyking — 
to God, as it discovers an unreasonable suspicion of his goodness, a 
secret opposition to his government, and a tacit denial of his right of i, 
dominion over us. It is calling in question the infinite excellency of 
Jehovah ; yen, iti is the actual departure, of the heart from, the xy ; 
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6 
© thing water’, anda species of idolatry which i is as detestable AS any 
other, and on which the spirit of truth hath ‘stamped ap indelible » 
disgrace. The essence of idvlatry does not depend on ihe nature 4 
the idol, for whether we worship the heavenly bodies, animal creatures, 
of plittering dust, we are idolators in ‘the sight of God, and guilty” 
in proportion as the heart centres in any object short of himself. 
Worldly-mindedness, or covetousness,. is. called idolatry, because 
they | who are under the power of this vice, love the Creature more 
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever, Every jind of. Aolatry, 
however refined, is a bold invasion of the rights of heaven, and tbere- 1 
fore it is absolutely forbidden and condemned, The Lord our “God. ls 
isa jealous God, who will not give his glory to another, and who will” 
admit of no rival, All created beings, whether rational or irrational, 
material or, spiritual, visible or invisible, are the production of his ' 
wisdom and power; and whatever degrees of natural or moral excel- 
lence some of them may possess, there must be a much greater dispro- 
portion between the supreme Being and the highest order of creatures, 
than there is between the vast body of the sun and the small dust of 
balance. His existence is eternal, — his perfections are immense, . 
— his grandeur extends throughout the universe; and whatever sys- 
tems or worlds may roll in infinite space, they are but so many atoms 
in his sight. But notwithstanding that Jehovah is the ceatre of all 
excellence, and the fountain of all felicity, the worldling forgets his 
chat is due to hig name. f 


Worldliness of mind is evidently sinful inits hature, and ruinous 


in its tendency, and the indulgence of it must endanger the salvation 


of the soul, and expose it to endless misery. Accordingly 4 in the Sacred 


volume, we meet with such solemn declarations as these; Jf any man 


love the world, the dove of the Father is not in him. The , of 
the world is enmity with God: whosoever therefore will be the friend r 
the world is the enemy.of God. No man can serve two masters; no man 


cal "serve and mammon. — - The Lord’ abhorreth the. covetqus man, 


whom the wicked blesseth. — A rich man ) shall hardly enter into the ling: 


don of heaven; because he trusts in uncertain riches, and not in the living 


Ged. Riches i in theinsel ves are valuable blessings, Aut our abuse of 


‘them, or extessive love to them, may prove fatal to us, and ruin our 


souls fur ‘ever, Is not the language the poet as true as it is affecting? 
world ubus'd, — the soul undone.” 
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97 
„Where the work pyre begun in the heart, we know fl 
| it shall! issue in eternal happiness; but where worldly objects bear. 
sway uver the affections and confine them down to earth, there is too 
much reasea to call in question the existence of true religion in the 
sul; and consequently we are led to infer, that the love of wealth. as 


well as the love of pleasure, mag ever from the kingdom 


Put where „ dy does not a 
las to endanger the eternal’ salvation of the soul, it may greatly hinder 
its progress in the divine life, and reduce it to a state of awful barren- 

bes and declension in religion. We have u race to run, and a glori- 
“ous prize to pursue; but as long as the world occupies all our thoughts 
and attention, we can make no advance in the paths of wisdom and 
holiness. Brethren, religion can never thrive in the soul where world- 
“ly cares continually corrode, and prey upon the very vitals of it; for 
their direct tendency is to counteract its influence and impede its 
growth. In proportion as the cares of the world operate on the mind, 
the concerns of religion are sadly neglected, and if they are neglected, 
how can the christian be in a state of spititual health aud prosperity? 
There is too much reason to complain, that in most of our congrega- 
tions, weekly lectures and prayer meetings are very thinly attended; 
‘and that the devotion of many is intirely confined to the sabbath. 
Some, indeed, can hardly devote that day to the service of God, and 
their sanctification of it, even in an outward point of view, is exceed- 
ingly partial, and awfully defective. What then must the frame of 
‘the heart be? But when the externals of religion are punctually ob- 
served, the worldliness of the mind frequently makes them un- 
profitable; for the cares of thit world and the deceitfulness of riches 
cho te the word, and render it’ wiifruitful. The good seed’ is too often 
sown among thorns, which ‘obdsttict its progress: and what are these 
thorns, but worldly cares, which engross the attention, unfit the mind 
for the performance of teligious duties, distract it in tlie house of 
God, and suppress the emotions which the word of truth is adapted 
to excite? The body may be engaged in Jehovah's solemn service, 
when the heart is in the world, forming schemes of pleasure, or plans 
of profit and advancement. The language of worldlings still is, when 
will the sabbath be gone, that we’ may sell corn and set forth “wheat ? 
The werldliness of the human heart is likea foul spring, that sends 
‘orth the most t impute or like thet beats the 
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8 
permzeious fruits. Hence men ate sometimes templed to violate 
he sacred laws of equity, and break down every barrier that obstructs 
‘their way to wealth and promotion. For he that hasteth to be rich, 
“Rath an evil eye, and shall not be innocent: they that will be rich, fall 
into temptation and u snare. — The love of money is the root of all evil. 
“Which while some coréted after, they hiave erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves with many sorrows, What restraints will not the love 
of the world break through? Or what laws can bind them who are 
under the power of it? Balaam luved the wages of unrighteousness, and 
_ therefore, wished in heart to curse Israel. Achan stole and concealed 
the accursed spoils of Jericho. Ahub though in the full possession 
oa whole kingdom, coveted the vineyard of Naboth, and robbed 
chim of his lawful inheritance. Gehazi slandered bis muster and 
brought a reproach upon his own character,— and Judas betrayed in- 
~meceut blood. These are shocking instances of avarice and worldly- 
etnindedness ; passions which are always the same in their nature and 
tendeney; and which produce the most painful consequences where- 
ever they reign. What can we say of over reaching; short weights; 
‘scanty measures ; buying, selling, travelling, and transacting business 
on the Lord's-day; and all the different means that are used to influ- 
-ence the markets, and to raise every article of life to an exorbitant 
price? Are they not the baneful effects of a worldly. spirit? And 
‘after all, the worldling can have no real enjoyment of what he pos- 
sesseth; forall his days are sorrow, and du travail grief. 1 


Vet notwithstanding the turpitude of this disposition, which pro- 
dures such barrenness of soul, shuts up the way of intercourse with 
heaven, casts an awful shade ovena profession of religion, and creates 
confusion and every evil work; it is the besetting sin of thousands, 
And it is an evil that grows on men, as they grow in years, and acquires 
additional strength, in proportion as their wealth increaseth; inso- 
much that persons whose property has been considerably énlarged 
often display 2 narrowness of mind, which forms a melancholy con- ip 
trast to their former liberality. Hence the important exhortation of i? 
the Psalmist, if riches increase, set not your hearts upon them. There ‘ 
are some:sins, that lose something of their rage and power as old age 
advanceth; but this is seldom the case with the love of the world: 
for we often see aged professors in the last stage of life, trembling on 
the brink of the grave, and tottering on the verge of eternity, grasping 
the world with eager hands, as if they had another century to live, or 
asif there were no other state of existence but this. 
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Again, it may be observed, that worldly-mindedness has a direct 


‘tendency to enervate our exertions for the interest of Christ, and t 
destroy our usefulness as members of society. The cause of the Re- 
deemer should always ſie nearest our hearts; and we ought to make 


every sacrifice in our power in order to promote the advancement of 
his kingdom. The support of the stated ministry of the word, and the 


‘ptedd of the gospel, both at home and abroad, claim our serious 
attention: and those of us that enjoy the smiles of divine providence, 


should step forward like men of God, and encourage the building of 


his temple. We beseech you, brethren, to remember that where 


much is given, much is required; and that you have it in your power, 
‘as instruments in the hands of the Lord, to be of unspeakable service 


in your du and generation. We have reason to rejoice that of late 


years, a spirit of beneyolence has wonderfully appeared in different 


parts of the religious world; and that great good has been done by the 


geal and eXertions of pious men, which reflects the highest honour upom 
their characters. Sunday-schools have been established, — Societies 
for promoting spiritual knowledge among the poor have been formed 
— Village preaching has been set on foot, — Many new places of 
worship have been erected, The salaries of ministers, in some churches, 
have been raised, — S¢minaries of learning have been nobly patro- 
nized, and missionaries have been sent to foreign lands, to publish the 
glad tidings of salvation where millions were perishing for lack of 
Mon, May the sacred flame, which has thus been kindled, spread 


with rapidity, till the sinful love of the world, in all its different forms, 
hall be utterly consumed, 


Much more good might be done, were it not for the love of the 


world. The regular income of pastors, in many places, is by no means 


adequate to their necessary expenditure, and bears no preportion to 


the ability of the people, We are not anxious for ourselves,— we have 


most of us been accustomed to labour with our hands for the things 
which we need: but we are anxious for your welfare brethren, and for 
that of religion: we wish it to be seriously remembered by all protes- 
sing christians, as the standing irreversible order of heaven, that 
they who are taught in the word should communicate to them who teach in 
good things, and that it is impossible that either we, or they who may 
succeed us, should ever be wholly gien to the work of the ministry, 
unless the churches of Christ regulate their conduct by the wise and 


just decree of him who hath ordained that * who preach the gospel, 
should live of the gospel, 
B 
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10 
Some, no doubt, may be deficient in their duty, in this instance, not so 
. much through a covetous disposition, as for want of thought and con- 
sideration; and if this be 7 case of any of you, we flatter ourselves, 
that. you will thank us for stirring up your minds by way of remem- 
‘brance. Let every one of you covet the honour of being instrumental 
in advancing the spiritual empire of Immanuel, in whose service the 
very Angels are engaged; and the growth of whose kingdom fills 
their minds with new joys. If the desire uf doing good, in christians 
in general, were equal to their ability, and if they were to unite with 
one heart and soul in the cause of our common Lord, they would soon 
convey the news of eternal redemption to the remotest corner of the 
globe, and cause the glorious jubilee to be proclaimed in those dark 
places of the earth, where Satan reigns unmolested. In order to as- 
certain what may be done, let us only recollect what das been done 
already, The banner of the Prince of peace has been displayed, — 
; the gospel of the kingdom has been preached, ~ and the throne of the 
Saviour has been set up among the heathen, by which means many of 
them, we trust, have been brought to feel the swect attractions, and 
to behold the splendid triumphs of the cross. But worldly-mindedness 
is inimical to all exertions of this nature, and fosters a criminal indif- | 
ference to the claims of the Redeemer, the welfare of zion, and the | 
best interests of mankind. 0 


permit us in the last place to remind you of the remedies of this 
evil, and the motives that should guard you against it. Properly 
speaking, there is but one effectual remedy that can counteract the 
influence of moral evil, and remove the maladies of the soul. The 
grace ‘of God is the only antidote thut can subdue the love of the 
world, and the power of sin; without this, we can conquer no Vice, 
nor perform any thing spiritually good. But still, we must act as rati- 
onal creatures, and use all the means with which we are furnished, 
‘and by which, accompanied with the blessing of the Lord, we may 
“be fendered victotious and happy. Therefore, we would earnestly 
exhort you, to read the scriptures with devout and serious attention, 
‘and to meditate on the solemn truths which are contained in them;— 
sanctify the Lord's-day, and keep it holy; — regard all the appeint- 
ments of religion; — and let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
allwisdom. Let the peace of Gud rule in your hearts, and constantly 
watch 
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Remember that a worldly spirit is very inconsistent with your 
character and profession, and that as far as it appears in your lile and 
Conversation, it is sure to operate to the disadvantage of religion in the 
esteem of the world. Men in general look more at your actions, than 
they do at your principles; and when they. find that your principles 
and actions are at variance, they cunciude that there is no truth in 
religion, or else, that you are not in reality what you pretend to be. 
In vain you tell them that you are dead to the world, when your 
actions declare that youare alive to it. In vain you attempt to cenvincer 


them that your treasure is in heaven, when they see that your Hurts are 


on earth. In order to adorn your profession, you must maintain a 
consistency of character, and uniformity of conduct: for when the 
reverse ef this is the case, what can men think? Wul they not sayy 
eis this the religion of Christ? Are these the people that ate dead to 
“sin, — crucified to the world, — alive unto God, and devoted to the’ 
„Redeemer's service? Are these the people who are indifferent to the 
objects of time, — whore Conversation isin heaven, — and who seek a 
“better country? It this be crucifixion to the world, what is conſot- 
“mity to it? And if this be genuine piety, what is the difference“ 
‘“between the man of God, and the man of the world?“ Let us reco! +. 
lect that we have professedly renounced the world, and that our undue: 

attachment to it must be very inconsistent with our own vows and 
2 engagements, as the subjects of Jesus Christ, whose kingdom is spiri- 
tual and divine, and whose laws are holy, just, atid good. His religion’ 
requires contentment, humility, and self-denial; and condemgs every 
species of sinful conformity to the maxims and manners of the world. 
The spirit of the world isa spirit of pride, envy, and covetousness; 
and where these dispositions reign in the hearts of professors, the dif- 
— between them qe the world is merely nominal. 


Vos should also e the vanity and emptiness of the wai. 
We generally form a wrong estimate of the things of this life, and 
our criminal attachment to sn must arise from ignorance; pride, 
and unbelief. We should neve what we have no warrant to pray 
for, nor should we ever — that our activity will procure what 
God has not promised. “Men are often disappointed in the possession: 
of worldly objects, and they find by experience that riches seldom 
contribute to the happiness of human life ; for the more they have the 
more they desire. He that loveth silver, shall not be satisfied with silver ;' 
nor he that — with increase. The soul of man is spiritual 
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and immortal, and requires enjoyments that are suitable to its nature, 
and adequate to its powers. The Lord Jehoyah is tho only suitable 
rest and proper portion of the soul. He is the fountain of living waters, 
and he alone can imake us happy. His savour is lefe, and his laving- 
kindness is better than lite. Why will you spend your money jor that 
which is nut bread? and your labour for that which satispeth not? The 
religion which you protess 1s productive of solid pleasure and real 
saitsfaction. It leads you to the wells of salvation, and exhibits to. 
your view the tree of lite that is in the midst of the paradise of God, 
‘the leaves of which are for the healing of the nations. Beides, the 
things of this world, in their greatest giory and beauty, are very pre- 
carious and uncertain, dimes make themselves wings, and fly away. 
Why then will you se# your hearts on that which is not? Remember 
that the fashion of the world passeth away, = that (he lime is short, aud 
that in the midst of life you are in death. We brought nothing into this 


world, and wershall take nothing out of wt. However successful you 


may be in the pursuit of temporal things; and however you may aceu- 
mulute earth) y riches; you should always remember, thut they can 


neither make you happy in hfe, nor support you in the hour of death. 
And however you may extend tie bounds of your worldly possessions, 


yet the ume vii scon come, when you shall occupy no larger spot 
than the grave, which ts the howe eppoiuted for all living, and where 
the rich and the poor must meet tovciver. The various Objects which 
now surround you, and which») much captuvate your thoughis and 


attention, will sbartly vans! from your sight, and you must enter on, 


another state of existence, where you shat] enjoy new pleasures, or feel 
new pains, according to the condition in which death may find you, 
Therefore extend your views beyond the verge of transitory things, 
ana hold yourselyes ia readiness for the time of your departure hence. 
1 he world which you so much love, is actually decaying and wasting 
away ; life is certain, time is ever on the wing, death is continually 


approaching „eternity is at laud, and the Judge 9 4 al. 8 earth, stand- 


eth at the door. din. 92 
~The love of the worlds — ene- 


mies, which you are called to oppose, und W Which you should give 


no quarter. No terms of peace, nor any cessation of arms should be 
thought of; for in this contest, you must conquer or die. In order 
to vanquish the world, the flesh, and the devil, you must put on the 


whole armour of God); the breastplate of rightcqusness ; the shicld of Jacth 
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rhe sword of the spirit, and the helmet of salvation. This is the only 
armour which can render you formidable to your enemies, and trium- 
phant over them. Perhaps, there .s no temptation more powerful than 
the Jove of the world; and on this account, perhaps, it was the last that 
Satan presented to the Son of God. There is, however, no vice that, 
ig more prevalent among the children of men, though seldom punished, 
either by the sword of the magistrate, or by the discipline of the 
church. Sometimes it discovers itself without a mask; and sometimes 
it skulks in darkness and eludes the vigilance of every eye, but that of 
the all-seeing God. Probably, this is the only sia that a man cap carry 
to a considerable length, in any of our churches, without being ex- 
cluded as an unworthy member. Open profanity, or flagrant intem- 
perance, cau hardly escape the censure which they deserve; but the 
love of the world, bowever flagrant and excessive it may be, gene- 
rally contrives to elude the strictest discipline: yet wortaly-mind- 
edness is not the less odious and criminal in the sight of Gud, on that 
account; tor however it may mask itself, s us to escape the con- 
sance of peligiots societies, it ls severely Censtyed in the pomptures 42 
er ing sin. Are there not many warnings, aud exter: 


tations to guard against it? Lie thatsaith, siait nol steal,— 


shalt not kill, — thou, shalt not commit adulicry ; saith also dove noé fhe 
world,, aud beware of which isidvlatry. While we per- 
pelually exclaim against drunkennes-, swearing, and sabbath-breakime, 
must we never v pose the love of the world? or because it is 50 Cu- 
mon, must we forbear to describe its evil nature, and point owt its 
dreadful consequeaces? By no means; hut on the contrary, we should 
lift up our voice like trumpet, cry a/vud, and spare not, whaiever may 
be the issue of eur exertions, And may the eb@rnal Spi rit destroy the 
power, and subdue the influence of a yi is so deeply rooted in 
the human heart, that the world ma our esteem; that we 
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godly, provides for them, and supplies all their returning wants. Why 
then should you anticipate future trials, and write bitter things against 
yourselves? Theevils which you so much dread, may have no exist- 
ence, except In your imaginations, yet should they really exist, 
and actually come to pass, you should remember, that sufi- 
cient unto the day is theevil thereof; and that according as your days, 
$0 shall your strength be. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who clothes the lillies of the field, and feeds all the fowls of the air ; 
will certainly take care of them that love his name, and delight in his 
service. Read with devout attention, that part of our Lord’ssermon 
on the mount, which is recorded in the sixth chapter of the gospel by 
Matthew; in which the sinful nature, and proper cure of worldly 
cares are particularly pointed out. There you are informed, that they 
are heathenish, vain, and fruitless: and there you are exhorted to 
trust in your heavenly Father, as your glorious creator, and bountiful 
benefactur. He perfectly knows all your wants; and his providence, 
which extends to every tribe of beings, will never overlook the objects 
of his everlasting love, whore names are written in the book of life. — 
There those of you brethren, who are poo: in this world, may find both 
reproof and encouragement. The concerns of this life take up most 
of your time, and worldly cares and anxieties occupy most ‘of your 
thoughts, and often make a wide separation between God and your 
souls, Indeed, the circumstances of the times in which we live must 
be very trymg to you; and when you consider that so mamy around 
you have every thing that the heart of man can reasonably wish, while 
you yourselves languish under the pressure of poverty and adversity,’ 
you find it hard to acquiesce in your lot, and to exercise christian: 
contentment. But hould remember that it is wisely ordained, 
that the rich and ther shO@uld meet together; and that the Lord is 
the maker of them a Poverty is no disgrace to any man, except 
when it is the fit offs own es or extravagance. Jesus Christ 
himself was pot: and hough Gtoe, GS the birds of the 
dir had nests, the Son of Ran hady where to tif you are 
poor in spirit, ofl things yoursyeh are nal inberi- 
tance, and in short ting „ou sh advanchd to posses- 
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us all from the world, andsuppregs 4 nuring thought which 
may aride in uur hearts. Lat rot the envy the rich; and let not 
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15 
the rich oppress the poor; but put on bowels of mercy, tenderness} and 
compassion: forasmuch as the end of all things is at land; and the day 
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night. — The heavens and the 
earth shall soon dissolve, and sink in one general flame; but you, 


according tu his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 


dwelleth rightevusness, 


Signed on behalf of the Assuciation, , 
T. SMITH, Secretary. 
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BREVIATES. 


Tuesday evening. VI. Assembled in the meeting-house, brother 
Elisha Smith prayed, — brother Higgon delivered an introductory 
address, — The letters from the chure ere read, —- brother Thomas 
Smith gave a short exhortation, groun the information contained 


in the letters, which was, in general, high couraging; after which 
brother John Smith concluded in prayer, 


At IX. The ministers and messengers heard the circular letter 


drawn up by brother Williams, which was approved and ordered to 


be printed. 


Wednesday morning. E past VI. Assembled in the meeting-house 


for prayer, Brethren Draper, Kent, (of Abingdon,) Thomas Smith, 
and James Smith were engaged. : 


% before XI. Met for public worship. The service-was opened by 
brother Hinton with prayer and reading the scriptures, — brother 


Elisha Smith prayed, — brother James Smity@reached from Isaiah — 


lvi, 6, 7, Also the sons of the Mraager that Mj oiemselres to the Lord, 
to serve him, and to love the name of the 


Lord, the his servants, every 
one that keepeth the sabbath from 


Wing it, eth hold of my 
covenant: Eren them uj om make them 


Joy ful in my I 
shall be ace 


of prayer. Frs, (of ingdun,) reached from 
Exbqus chien of sracl that thy go forward. 


Brother Stenne 


pryer. 
After dinner, the cadmy at Bistol was recormended to 


the attention of the com | present, ad several new stbscribers 
entered their names for its s ppor te 
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pray 24, from TRviii, * 
eH Un High ;. thou’ hast ted captivity hast 


Resolved. That it be tog 
to th the 27st" day” * Ren 
‘thay bert an their comvenience, f. anch. prayer to. God 
the salety ofthe Country, thé; n of peace, — the inge 
Fita Gadlitiess in fhe chürcbhes thts Associulion in 
85 the prosperity « of Zion at large. 1 | 
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morning. ‘The ak “ais ministers at | 
Minton prayed, - Jf yted, some interest ig particulars 


of thew religigus * ing the last, year, after whieh brother 
pins conc luted, er, thy exercises of the! Ingeting. 


Brother Stensett we quesied to the 
e Tuesday and in Whitsun-week, 
th preagh ; in case, of failure, brother Elisha {preacher 
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